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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.121 the following listing of claims will replace all prior 
versions, and listings, of claims in the application. 

1. (Currently Amended) A digital video recording apparatus, comprising: 

an video encoding unit operable to compress and digitally encode a video signal 

input; 

an audio encoding unit operable to m e ans for producing a digitally e ncod e d encode 
an audio str e am signal input; and 

an video recording control unit operable to control said audio encoding unit, 
wherein the video control unit controls said audio encoding unit so that, when one of 
m e ans for d e t e cting a chang e in an audio mode [[;]] and an audio encoding condition changes, 
m e ans for r e ducing an audio output level is gradually lowered, and thereafter said audio output level 
is gradually raised again beginning b e for e said chang e , and lasting until aft e r said chang e , to 
produc e an output audio signal . 

2. (Currently Amended) A digital video recording apparatus, according to claim 1, furth e r 
comprising wherein : 

said video recording control unit is further operable to control controls said audio 
encoding unit so that, when at least one of the audio mode and the audio encoding condition 
changes, the audio output level is gradually lowered, the audio encoding conditions is then changed, 
and thereafter the audio output level is gradually raised again 
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means for multiplexing a digitally encod e d vid e o signal to product an output vid e o 

signal; and 

m e ans for multiplexing said output audio signal and said output vid e o signal to 
produc e an output syst e m str e am . 

3. (Original) A digital video recording apparatus, comprising: 

video encoding means for compressing and digitally encoding a video signal; 

audio encoding means for digitally encoding an audio signal; 

system encoding means for multiplexing said video signal with said audio signal to 
produce a system stream output; and 

control means for controlling said audio encoding means to lower an audio output 
level before an audio encoding bit rate is changed, and restoring said audio output level after said 
audio encoding bit rate is changed. 

4. (Original) A digital video recording apparatus, comprising: 

video encoding means for compressing and encoding a video signal input; 

audio mode judging means forjudging an audio mode of an audio signal input; 

audio encoding means for encoding said audio signal input; 

system encoding means for multiplexing an encoded video-encoded stream and an 
encoded audio-encode-stream and generating a system stream; 

video recording control means for controlling said video encoding means, said audio 
encoding means, and said system encoding means, and said video recording control means controls 
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said audio encoding means to permit, when data, of said audio mode that has been judged by said 
audio mode judging means, changes, an audio output level to lower to a first desired condition, an 
audio encoding condition to change, and thereafter said audio output level to raise again to a second 
desired condition. 

5. (Currently Amended) A digital video recording apparatus, according to claim 4, wherein: 

said change of said data of said audio mode includes a difference in at least one of a 
diff e r e nc e in stereo sounds, monaural sounds, multiplex sounds, number of channels, and an 
encoding bit rate. 

6. (Original) A digital video recording apparatus, according to claim 5, wherein: 

said video recording control means controls said audio encoding means and provides 
that, when said audio mode changes, said audio output level is lowered to zero, and said audio 
encoding condition is then changed, and thereafter said audio output level is raised to an original 
level again. 

7. (Currently Amended) A digital video recording apparatus, according to claim 4, wherein: 

said change of said data of said audio mode includes a difference in at least one of a 
diff e r e nc e in stereo sounds, monaural sounds, multiplex sounds, number of channels, and an 
encoding bit rate; and 

said video recording control means controls said audio encoding means and provides 
that, when said audio mode changes, said audio output level is lowered to zero, and said audio 
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encoding condition is then changed, and thereafter said audio output level is raised to an original 
level again. 

8. (Original) A digital video recording apparatus, comprising: 

video encoding means for compressing and encoding a video signal input; 

audio encoding means for encoding an audio signal input; 

system encoding means for multiplexing an encoded video-encode stream and an 
encoded audio-encode stream and generating a system stream output; 

video recording control means for permitting control of said video encoding means, 
said audio encoding means, and said system encoding means; and 

said video recording control means controls said audio encoding means to permit, 
when an audio encoding condition changes, an audio output level to lower, and an audio encoding 
bit rate is then changed, and restoring said audio output level afterward. 

9. (Currently Amended) A digital video recording apparatus, according to claim 8, wherein: 

said change of said audio encoding condition includes on e of a difference in at least 
one of stereo sounds, monaural sounds, arid multiplex sounds of audio encoding, number of 
channels, and aft encoding bit rate. 

10. (Original) A digital video recording apparatus, according to claim 9, wherein: 
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said video recording control means controls said audio encoding means so that, when 
said audio encoding condition changes, said audio output level is lowered to zero, and an audio 
mode is then changed, and thereafter said audio output level is raised to an original level again. 

11. (Currently Amended) A digital video recording apparatus, according to claim 8, wherein: 

said audio encoding condition change includes on e of a difference in at least one of 
stereo sounds, monaural sounds, and multiplex sounds of audio encoding, number of channels, and 
an encoding bit rate; and 

said video recording control means controls said audio encoding means so that, when 
said audio encoding condition changes, said audio output level is lowered to zero, and an audio 
mode is then changed, and thereafter said audio output level is raised to an original level again. 

12. (Currently Amended) A digital video recording apparatus comprising: 

video encoding means for compressing and encoding a video signal input and 
outputting a encoded video-encode stream; 

audio mode judging means forjudging an audio mode of an audio signal input and 
producing an audio mode information; 

audio encoding means for encoding an audio signal input and outputting an encoded 
audio-encode stream; 

system encoding means for multiplexing said encoded video-encoded stream and 
said encoded audio-encode stream and generating a system stream output; 
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video recording control means for controlling said video encoding means, said audio 
encoding means, and said system encoding means, wherein said video recording control means 
controls said audio encoding means and provides that, when data of said audio mode changes, an 
audio output level is lowered to zero, and an audio encoding condition is then changed, and 
thereafter said audio output level is raised to an original level again; and 

said data of said audio mode includes at l e ast on e of a difference in at least one of 
stereo sounds, monaural sounds, multiplex sounds, number of channels, and an encoding bit rate 

13. (New) A digital video recording apparatus, according to claim 1, wherein: 

said video recoding control unit controls said audio encoding unit so that when one 
of the audio mode and the audio encoding condition changes, said audio output level is lowered to 
zero, and said audio encoding condition is then changed, and thereafter said audio output level is 
raised to an original level again. 

14. (New) A digital video recording apparatus, according to claim 1, wherein: 

said video recording control unit controls said audio encoding unit so that, when one 
of said audio mode and said audio encoding condition changes, said audio output level is lowered to 
a first desired condition, and said audio encoding condition is then changed, and thereafter said 
audio output level is raised to second desired condition again. 

15. (New) A digital video recording apparatus, according to claim 1, wherein: 
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said audio mode includes a difference in at least one of stereo sounds, monaural 
sounds, multiplex sounds, number of channels, and encoding bit rate. 

16. (New) A digital video recording apparatus, according to claim 1, wherein: 

said audio encoding condition change includes a difference in at least one of stereo 
sounds, monaural sounds, multiplex sounds, number of channels, and encoding bit rate. 

17. (New) A digital video recording apparatus, according to claim 1, further comprising: 

audio mode judging unit operable to judge one of the audio mode and the audio 
encoding condition. 

18. (New) A digital video recording apparatus, according to claim 1, wherein: 

said video encoding unit outputs an encoded video-encoded stream. 

19. (New) A digital video recording apparatus according to claim 1, wherein: 
said audio encoding unit outputs an encoded audio-encode stream. 

20. (New) A digital video recording apparatus, according to claim 1, further comprising: 

system encoding unit operable to multiplex the encoded vide-encode stream and the 
encoded audio-encode stream. 

21. (New) A digital video recording apparatus, according to claim 20, wherein: 

said system encoding unit is further operable to generate a system stream. 
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